 CAMP CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
Article I:  Name

The name of this organization shall be Pvt. Lorenzo Leigh Bennitt – Pvt. Robert F. Duke Camp No. 773, Sons of Confederate Veterans, hereinafter referred to as the Camp or Camp.

Article II:  Object
· To honor our ancestors, and all those who served in the cause of the Confederate States of America;

· To erect and maintain suitable monuments and to participate in memorials honoring the Confederate States and her soldiers;

· To defend, against slanders from any and all sources, the propriety of the true Confederate cause, that of a struggle for the constitutional right of a free people to  self-government;
· To ensure that events of the War Between the States, and the heroic contributions of the Confederate soldiers, are treasured, preserved for posterity, and authentically represented to all.
· To honor the Confederacy, as represented by the Confederate flag, and to display appropriate and representative flags at our meetings. To recite the salutes to the Confederate and North Carolina flags, and to end each meeting with the singing of Dixie.

Article III:  Nature
The Camp shall be historical and benevolent, non-political and non-sectarian.  The Camp exists to perpetuate the honor of the Confederate Cause and shall not be limited to a general historical society.  The Camp may discuss the actions of various public officials as they relate to Confederate issues for the information of the Camp membership, but the Camp shall endorse no candidate for office. The Camp shall maintain 501 (c)(3) status, and shall take no action which would jeopardize said status.
Article IV:  Membership
Section 1:  All male descendants, lineal or collateral, at least 12 years of age, whose ancestor served in the Confederate Army, Navy or Marine Corps to the end of the War, or who died in prison or while in the actual service, or who were killed in battle, or who were honorably discharged, shall be eligible for membership.  No member under 16 years of age shall have the right to vote.

Section 2:  No one shall be admitted to membership until satisfactory proof of the requirements of Section 1 is submitted on official application forms prepared for that purpose.  Such application shall bear recommendation by a member in-good-standing of the Camp.  In addition to the National SCV membership application, the Camp shall utilize its own application, also known as the “long form”, which requires the listing of each generation of descent.
Section 3:  All applications for membership in the Camp shall be reviewed by the Commander, for the purposes of validating the applicant’s credentials.  The Commander may delegate this function to a committee of one to three members learned in genealogical work.  

Section 4:  The Camp is a group of gentlemen actively working together on projects which affect the manner in which our Confederate heritage is perceived by the world at large.  It therefore seeks compatibility between new and existing members and reserves the right, under the General Constitution, to govern itself and to judge its own membership.  Therefore, any applicant eligible under Sections 1 through 3 of this Article shall present himself at a regular meeting of the Camp at which time his membership application shall be read.  The following newsletter will announce his candidacy along with his credentials.  The vote on his candidacy shall be taken at the following meeting, by secret ballot, and he must receive two-thirds affirmative vote of those present at the current meeting for acceptance.
Section 5:  The applicant must sign a statement that he has not been convicted of a felony nor been dishonorably discharged from the Armed Services. If previously convicted of a felony, the applicant must supply proof that full citizenship rights have been restored.
Section 6:  In the case of an applicant who is unable to appear at the meetings due to infirmity or age, the Commander may appoint a committee to visit the applicant.  His application shall then be taken and read to the Camp by the committee.  All other application procedures in this Article shall otherwise apply.

Section 7:  Transfer applicants from another Camp shall be handled in the manner prescribed for new members in Sections 4 and 5.

Section 8:  Any member in-good-standing, removing from the Camp, shall be entitled to a Certificate from the Camp Adjutant attesting to his good standing.

Section 9:  The Camp shall not confer honorary or associate memberships.

Article V:  Dues
Section 1:  The annual dues to the Camp shall be determined by the two-thirds majority vote of the members present at any regular meeting, said vote having been previously announced to the membership.

Section 2:  Dues are payable by July 31st of each year, and become delinquent on October 31st of each year, at which time a non-paid member is delinquent.  Delinquent members shall be reinstated upon payment of current dues.  It is the intent of this Camp to encourage membership in our Camp by full-time students; thus, local dues shall not be required in this case.

Section 3:  New members shall be assessed dues as prescribed by General, State, and Camp organizations, and they shall be assessed any recording fees prescribed by the General and State organizations.

Article VI:  Meetings
Section 1:  The Camp shall ordinarily meet monthly, at a time and place to be fixed by the membership.

Section 2:  One-half of the members in-good-standing of the Camp shall constitute a quorum.  Meetings may be held without a quorum, but business requiring a vote may not be transacted.

Section 3:  The rules of procedure at any meeting of the Camp shall, in general, follow the principles set forth in Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised.

Article VII:  Officers:  Election and Appointment
Section 1:  The officers of the Camp shall be the Commander, Lieutenant Commander, Adjutant, Chaplain, Editor, Color Sergeant, Historian, Genealogist, and Member-at-Large of the Executive Council.
Section 2:  The Commander and Member-at-Large of the Executive Council shall be elected by the Camp membership in the manner prescribed by Section 3 of this Article.  The Commander shall appoint the Lieutenant Commander. All other officers are to be appointed by the Executive Council.

Section 3:  Nominations for officers shall be made at the October meeting of each odd-numbered year, and shall be announced to the membership in the next (November) newsletter. Proxy nominations may be delivered to the Adjutant prior to the November meeting, in which case they shall be announced to the membership in the next (December) newsletter. Proxy votes may be delivered to the Adjutant prior to the announced December meeting to be counted along with the votes of those present at the meeting. A plurality shall determine the winner of each office. In the event that a member is elected to more than one office, he shall immediately accept the office of his choice and decline the other, whereupon the declined office will be re-balloted from among the nominees. 
Section 4:  Elected officers shall serve for a two-year term commencing at the regular January meeting of every even-numbered year, and shall be eligible for re-election.

Section 5:  If the office of an elected officer is vacated, a special election shall be held at the next meeting to fill the unexpired term, said election having been previously announced to the membership.  If the office of Commander is vacated, the Lieutenant Commander succeeds until the aforementioned special election.  Nominations and election in a special election shall be conducted during the same meeting. There shall be no proxy votes in this case.
Section 6:  Qualifications for running for the office of Commander:

a) Said individual must have been a member in-good-standing for twelve months with membership starting the day the member was voted into the Camp.  The membership period will include membership in other Camps for those who transfer into our Camp.

b) Said individual must have attended eight of the last twelve Camp meetings, except for a member who has been a member for five years.

Section 7:  The Executive Council shall be composed of the current Commander, the two Past Commanders, the Lieutenant Commander and the Member-at-Large.  The Adjutant is a non-voting member of the Executive Council.  All proposals, requests, and business is to be conducted at Executive Council meetings held between Camp meetings, except that expenditures over $100.00 must be approved by the membership.  All disciplinary actions are to be brought before the Executive Council.

Article VIII:  Officer:  Duties
Section 1:  COMMANDER:  The Commander shall preside at all meetings of the Camp.  He shall be empowered to act for the good of the Camp as circumstances in his judgment require in cases not provided for by this Constitution, subject in all such decisions and acts to appeal by the Camp.

Section 2:  LIEUTENANT COMMANDER:  The Lieutenant Commander shall perform the duties of the Commander in his absence or at his request.  In the event the office of Commander is vacated, the Lieutenant Commander shall assume that office until a special election is held at the next meeting to fill the office for the unexpired term.  In addition, the Lieutenant Commander shall be responsible for scheduling programs with the approval of the Commander.  

Section 3:  ADJUTANT:  The Adjutant shall: have custody of all records of the Camp; complete and forward all reports required by the Division or General Headquarters; be responsible for filling membership applications with Headquarters and ordering membership accouterments and various forms from Headquarters; keep and render an accurate record of all meetings; notify members of special meetings; have charge of all Camp funds and place same in a bank; file necessary Government forms to maintain the Camp’s non-profit status; keep an accurate account of all transactions and render a detailed report to the membership at each meeting; attend to the reimbursement of Camp members for actual expenses for the operation of the Camp.  However, any reimbursement requested must be approved by the Executive Council or Camp prior to payment.  If timely payment of a legitimate invoice must be made between regular Camp meetings, the Commander may make such approval to the Adjutant and present details to the Camp at the next regular meeting.
Section 4:  COLOR SERGEANT:  The Color Sergeant shall maintain and safeguard the Camp colors.  He shall insure the proper display of colors at all functions of the Camp and will lead members in the pledge and salutes to the colors.

Section 5:  HISTORIAN:  The Historian shall keep and maintain a written record of the Camp and its accomplishments during his tenure in office.  He shall be responsible for the collection of photographs, newspaper clippings and other such items as necessary in proper recording of Camp history.  These items may be maintained in a scrapbook form, or as computer files.

Section 6:  GENEALOGIST:  The Genealogist shall review all applications submitted by individuals seeking membership in the Camp.  This review shall be for the purpose of validating the applicant’s relationship to the Confederate soldier named on the application.  The Genealogist’s duties will also consist of research necessary for identifying a Confederate soldier’s company, regiment, birth date, and death date when Veterans Administration headstones are to be ordered.
Section 7:  EDITOR:  The Editor shall insure that the newsletter is distributed in such fashion as to be received by members ten days in advance of all regular meetings.

Section 8:  CHAPLAIN:  The Chaplain shall open and close all Camp meetings with prayer.  He shall offer invocation and benediction at memorial services and other such functions that the Camp my sponsor.

Section 9:  Deleted
Article IX:  Suspension, Expulsion, or Removal
Section 1:  In accordance with Article XV of the General Constitution, any member may be suspended or expelled from the Camp for cause by the three-fourths affirmative vote of the members present at any regular or special meeting.  Cause for disciplinary action shall be:

a) disloyalty

b) neglect of duty
c) dishonesty
d) conduct unbecoming a member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans
e) commission of an act detrimental to the purposes of the Confederation
Section 2:  No vote on suspension or expulsion may be taken unless at least two weeks’ notice, by registered mail, shall have been given to the member of the charges preferred and of the time and place of the Camp meeting at which such charges will be considered.  At such meetings the member under charge will be accorded a full hearing and shall be entitled to vote.  The entire Camp shall be notified in writing previous to the called meeting.

Section 3:  Any member who has been suspended or expelled has the right to appeal to the General Executive Council, the decision of which shall be final.

Section 4:  Any elected officer may be removed from office for any cause listed in Section 1 of the Article.  Any member may initiate such proceeding by notifying such officer in accordance with Section 2 of this Article.  At the meeting at which the charges are to be considered, the officer under charge will be accorded a full hearing and shall be entitled to vote.  If the officer under charge is the Commander, he shall immediately turn the conduct of the meeting over to the next in command, until such business is declared settled by the Camp.  A three-fourths affirmative vote of members present shall be required to remove an elected officer from office.  An officer so removed has no appeal of the Camp’s decision.

Article X:  Amendments
Any proposed amendment to the Constitution may be introduced by any member of the Camp at any regular meeting of the Camp or special meeting called for that purpose.  A vote may be taken upon the proposed amendment only after a copy of the proposal has been sent to each Camp member in-good-standing either in the monthly newsletter or by separate correspondence at least ten days prior to the meeting.  A two-thirds vote of the members present at the meeting will be necessary for any amendment to pass.
Article XI:  Effective Date
This Constitution shall be effective upon a two-thirds affirmative vote of the members present at any regular meeting provided a copy of same has been sent to each Camp member in-good-standing by newsletter or separate correspondence at least ten days previous to the meeting.

Adopted as amended this 26th day of January 2010 by members of the Pvt. Lorenzo Leigh Bennitt – Pvt. Robert F. Duke Camp No. 773, Sons of Confederate Veterans.
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ATTESTED to by the Adjutant

